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NepiAnyn H Anpoxparia, n Anpaymyia kat o ITAdtev

Ta tedevtaia ypbvia motkida popeodpata pe avukpovdpevoug otéyovg oe did-
QopeS XWpeS toyvpilovtat T elvat LITOOTNPIKTEG TG dnpokpatiag, g «e&ov-
ofag mov TmMydset até tov Aadr, eve emkpatel €vrovn odyyvon kat Stapwvia
G TIPOG TO TG Tpoodtopiletal o «d1pog», o «Aade» kat T ovviotd doknom
efovoiag ek pépouvg tov. v opdia g 1 Angie Hobbs vrtootmpiGet 6t to
épyo tov ITAdtwva, mapd to yeyovég étt o {d1og Pimoe v dpeon dnpokpatia
Kat Oyt ™ PAeAedBepn avumpoowevtiky dnpokpatia mov avadvinke katd
tov 170 kat 180 awdva, pmopel va pdg Bondroet va okeprodpe kat va kata-
vofjoovpe ta Bépata avtd: mapdt o I[TAdtwv dev eivar omadds ¢ (dpeong)
dnpokpatiag, n avdivon tov oyetikd pe TG apetés kat TG advvapies g etvat
AKpOG SaPOTIOTIKY* 1 a@ynor| Tov yla tov tpdmo katd tov omoio 1 dnpo-
kpatia propel va avatparel peraoynpatiiopevn oe oAl yeipdtepy tupavvia
amné évav kuvikd kaipookdto kar dnpaywyd eivar ovykroviotikr). O [TAdtwv
pag PonOetl emiong va katavorjoovpe t mpaypatikd mepthapPavet n «eEovoiar
Bdoet Aoyikng Kat Tekpunplwy Kat ToLEG TOATIKEG, KOVOVIKEG KAl EKTIALOEVTIKES
ovvOijkes amatrtodvtat yia v doknor| mg.

Abstract! Democracy, Demagoguery and Plato

In the past few years various groups with opposing aims in a number of coun-
tries have claimed that they are the champions of democracy, ‘rule by the peo-
ple’, and there is huge confusion and disagreement about who are ‘the people’
and what really constitutes their ‘rule’. In this talk Angie Hobbs argues that
Plato, despite the fact that his experience was of direct democracy and not the
liberal representational democracy that emerged in the seventeenth and eight-
eenth centuries, can be of great assistance in helping us think through these
issues: although he is no fan of (direct) democracy, his analysis of its charms and
weaknesses is nevertheless illuminating and his account of how democracy can
be subverted into a far worse tyranny by a cynical and opportunistic demagogue
is devastating. Plato also helps us understand what is really involved in ‘rule’
based on reason and evidence, and what kind of political, social and educational
conditions are necessary to achieve it.
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